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Gaslight Gathering
Town and Country Hotel
Friday, May 3 – Sunday, May 5 
The Gaslight Gathering Steampunk and 
Victoriana Convention makes its 
spectacular return on May 3-5, 2013. 
Offerings at the gala event include the 
Time Traveller Under the Sea Ball; the 
Junto Academy, featuring 
demonstrations and workshops in the 
arts of steampunk making and 
costuming; the Art Salon; the 
Steampunk High Tea; and the Victorian 
Fashion Show and Tea. Jay Lake will 
be the Writer Guest of Honor. Other 
guests include Todd McCaffrey, Cat 
Winters, Kaja Foglio, and more! 
In honor of Guest of Honor Jay Lake, 
and sponsored charity Freedom Dogs, 
Gaslight Gathering is holding a charity 
auction on Sunday, May 5. Fans of all 
genres have had a long tradition of 
giving back to the community that 
supports them and Gaslight is no 
exception.
Mysterious Galaxy will be among the 
merchants gathered in the environs of 
the Town and Country Hotel. More 
information is available at 
gaslightgathering.org/. 

Matt Coyle
Signs Yesterday’s Echo
Saturday, May 4, 2:00 PM 
San Diego debut mystery author Matt 
Coyle’s exploration of regret and 
redemption, Yesterday’s Echo, was 
prompted by his love of traditional noir 
authors and the opening line, “The first 
time I saw her, she made me remember 
and she made me forget.” Disgraced 
ex-cop Rick Cahill is working at a La 
Jolla steak house (a previous career 
path for Matt) when he intercedes on 
behalf of a reporter investigating a 
dangerous situation, who disappears 
shortly afterwards. Yesterday’s Echo has 
garnered praise from Dianne Emley, 
Gar Anthony Haywood, and Stephen 
Jay Schwartz. 

Ian Tregillis
Signs Necessary Evil
Monday, May 6, 7:00 PM 
Ian Tregillis holds a doctorate in physics 
and is a Clarion Writers Workshop 
graduate as well as a contributor to 
George R.R. Martin’s Wild Cards 
anthologies. Necessary Evil is the third 
novel in The Milkweed Triptych, a 
historical fantasy with spies, sorcery and 
weird science in an alternate WWII. Ian’s 
website summarizes the series as “It’s 
1939. The Nazis have supermen, the 
British have demons, and one perfectly 
ordinary man is caught in the middle.”

Mysterious Galaxy  
20th Birthday Bash

Saturday, May 11. All day. 
Celebrating 20 years of bookselling

On Saturday, May 8, 1993, a new store 
opened in Clairemont 
Square, dedicated to the 
staff’s passion for books of 
“Martians, Murder, Magic 
and Mayhem.” Today, 

twenty years later, that passion 
continues. We invite you to join us on 
Saturday, May 11, for our annual 
all-day celebration, featuring some 
fantastic spotlight authors, special 
bargains, and, of course, cake!

10:00 AM: Spotlight on 
Cozy Mysteries  
Avery Aames signs To Brie or Not to 
Brie 
In To Brie or Not To Brie, the fifth book 
in Avery Aames’ Cheese Shop Mystery 
Series, Charlotte Bessette is planning 
her best friend’s wedding. But when a 
body turns up in the freezer, it looks like 
the blueberry brie ice cream Charlotte 
created isn’t the only thing on ice. 
Rochelle Staab signs Hex on the Ex 
The past comes back to haunt 
psychologist Liz Cooper in a bitter 
clash with a former rival and a cryptic 

homicide clue only occult professor 
Nick Garfield can decipher in Hex on 
the Ex, the third installment in Rochelle 
Staab’s Mind For Murder Mysteries. 
Volume two, Bruja Brouhaha, recently 
won the 2013 Watson Award for best 
sidekick! 

11:00 AM : Spotlight on 
Fantastic Arizona Authors 
Gini Koch signs Alien in the House 
Publishers Weekly described Alien in 
the House, “the variously dark and 
cheerful seventh installment of Gini 
Koch’s Alien series” as a “crowd-
pleaser.” Human Kitty Katt-Martini and 
alien hubby Jeff juggle parenting and 
ambassadorial responsibilities amid 
assassination attempts and a broader-
ranging enemy attack. The prolific 
author’s works as G.J. Koch, Jemma 
Chase, and Anita Ensal (among others) 
are also available, many in ebook form 
via our website. 
Jeffrey J. Mariotte signs Season of the 
Wolf / Jeff Mariotte signs Star Trek: 
The Original Series: The Folded World 
San Diego Comic-Con International 
Special Guest Jeffrey J. Mariotte, AKA 
Scribe Award winner Jeff Mariotte, has 
two recent works, an original eco-
thriller and an original novel in the 
classic Star Trek universe. Patrick’s 
review notes, “Season of the Wolf is a 
pulse-pounding supernatural thriller 
with a message, and a whole lot of 
carnage … so release your inner 
Wolfen, learn a thing or two about the 
world you live in, and pray you don’t 
become prey.” The Folded World gives 
Trek fans a chance to return to the 
original series world just in time for the 
May 17 release of the rebooted universe 
film franchise, 
Marsheila Rockwell signs Bridges of 
Longing  
Poet and prose author Marsheila 
Rockwell rounds out our AZ author 
collective with two collection of her 
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Mysterious Galaxy is proud to be 
an independently owned  
bookstore!

Print Plot Home Delivery
For those of you who would like to subscribe 
to the printed and mailed version of our 
newsletters, please contact the San Diego 
store. For just $20.00 you get all of our news, 
reviews, and information, delivered to your 
mailbox for the entire year.

Twenty years ago, Jeff Mariotte, Maryelizabeth 
Hart and Terry Gilman sat around a table and 
dreamed up Mysterious Galaxy. They turned a 

dream into a reality and as a result we will celebrate 
20 years of being a part of the bookselling community 
on Saturday, May 11. We have been housed in three 
locations, gotten to know many, many wonderful 
booksellers and friends, hosted author events too 
numerous to count, and found a life filled with books 
and experiences we could not have begun to imagine 
when we began.

By the time you read this newsletter, the three 
owners will have been to NYC to accept the Raven 
Award given at the Edgar Awards Banquet by the 
Mystery Writers of America. This award is given to a 
person or an organization for outstanding 

achievement in the mystery field 
outside the realm of creative writing 
This is truly icing on the cake of what 
has been a wonderful journey to this 
point.

This space is far too small (and there are way 
too many May 2013 events to tell you about) for us to 
review the last twenty years. But this space is just 
large enough to thank you for being with us on this 
journey and believing in what we do. Without readers 
and fans like all of you, we would not be here to 
celebrate.

We hope to see as many of you as possible for 
our Biggest Birthday Bash ever … featuring 20 
authors who represent all that we stand for. Happy 
Birthday to all of us and ... read on!.

San Diego

F R O M  Y O U R  P A R T N E R S  I N  C R I M E  A N D  I M A G I N A T I O N

Authors Appearing at  
Mysterious Galaxy San Diego
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short works. Bridges of Longing and Other 
Strange Passageways is a SF/F/H collection 
of twelve stories and fourteen poems from 
the multiple-award nominee. Tales of Sand 
and Sorcery encompasses the collected 
stories of Shaala, a cursed sultan’s daughter 
trained in the art of martial dance, and her 
companion, Kij, a divinely-appointed Judge 
with a beastly nature.

Noon: Spotlight on Mystery & 
Suspense 
Steph Cha signs Follow Her Home 
Steph Cha’s Follow Her Home is one of 
Mysterious Galaxy’s Fantastic Firsts 
mystery selections. Young Korean-
American LA resident Juniper Song is a 
Philip Marlowe enthusiast who accepts her 
friend’s request to look into the possibility 
his father is having an affair. Juniper’s 
modern sensibility combined with the 
traditional noir elements make this a debut 
to watch from the “Avid reader, sometime 
lawyer, compulsive Yelper, mother to a 
stubborn basset.” 
Jenny Milchman signs Cover of Snow 
Jenny Milchman’s note on her website 
about Cover of Snow: “This novel began life 
when one question grabbed me by the 
throat. What would make a good man do a 
very bad thing? It’s amazing how many 
wrinkles that question led to.” Read her 
extended book tour/car trip blog on 
jennymilchman.com/tour/ chronicling her 
cross-country tour that began on February 
1!! We hope Jenny will be home by 
December’s Take Your Child to a Bookstore 
Day, which she founded.
Jim Pascoe & Tom Fassbender sign  
By the Balls: The Complete Edition 
Celebrate the 15th anniversary of the cult 
bowling alley murder mystery by the 
founders of specialty small press 
UglyTown, Jim Pascoe and Tom 
Fassbender, with By the Balls: The 
Complete Edition. The short, hard-boiled 
novel has been repackaged with two new 
short stories by the duo. 

1:00 PM : Spotlight on Ladies, 
Lunch and Literacy
Jill McCorkle signs Life After Life  
Jill is interested in “that fine line between 
fiction and reality and between comedy and 
tragedy — and pushing the line as much as 
possible. In this novel, I was also interested 
in pushing the line between life and death in 
hopes of finding that split moment when the 
reader is aware of both places.” Life After 
Life is a #1IndieNext pick for April, 2013.

Helene Wecker signs The Golem and the Jinni
Debut author Helene Wecker’s supernatural 
love story, The Golem and the Jinni, grew out 
of her shorter writings exploring multiple 
generations of her family heritage, both 
Jewish and Arab-American. Her tale of a 
Polish golem and a Syrian jinni meeting as 
paranormal immigrants in turn-of-the-century 
New York is sure to please fans of works that 
blend fantastic and historical fiction.

2:00 PM: Spotlight on 
Speculative Fiction
John Scalzi signs The Human Division  
Multiple-award-winning author John 
Scalzi’s The Human Division was first 
released electronically in Dickens’ serial 
fashion starting in January, and remains 
available on our website in that format. 
MGSD has a limited quantity of pre-
publication copies available of the print 
edition of this “hectically paced and 
philosophical continuation of the Old Man’s 
War series -- an invigorating and morally 
complex interstellar thriller with heart.” 
(See Terry Hertzler’s guest review at the 
bottom of this page.)

3:00 PM : Spotlight on Legacy 
Authors and cake! 
Let’s Do the Time Warp!  
Authors David Brin (Existence), Alan 
Russell (Burning Man) and Vernor Vinge 
(The Children of the Sky) were all 
spotlighted authors on our opening day.  
Janice Steinberg (The Tin Horse) was not 
yet a published author, but was a force in 
the local mystery scene. Authors Nancy 
Holder (Shards & Ashes) and Taffy Cannon 
(San Diego Noir) have been a significant 
part of many birthday celebrations, while 
Todd McCaffrey (Sky Dragons) joins the 
Birthday Bash for the first time! Without 
their participation and support back in 1993, 
we would not be celebrating in 2013. In 
recognition of their contributions, we will 
break out our cake! 

3:30 PM : Spotlight 
on Eoin Colfer 
Eoin Colfer signs W.A.R.P. 
Book 1: The Reluctant Assassin
We conclude our gala celebration with the 
best-selling author of the Artemis Fowl 
series, as well as adult novels Plugged, 
Screwed, and And Another Thing… and for 
Whovians, Doctor Who: A Big Hand for the 
Doctor ebook, Eoin Colfer. Publishers 
Weekly enthusiastically noted: “Readers 
mourning the end of the Artemis Fowl 

series can take heart: this first book in the 
time-bending W.A.R.P. series is an all-out 
blast. And its stars are every bit as dynamic 
as Artemis and Holly. Colfer blends grisly 
moments of horror, sharply funny dialogue, 
science fiction spectacle, and characters with 
depth to create a story that strikes the ideal 
balance between escapist fun and thoughtful 
commentary on the ways history, both 
personal and global, can shape a person.” 
Numbers for the signing line are free with 
the purchase of The Reluctant Assassin from 
Mysterious Galaxy, available May 7th.

Joe Hill
Signs NOS4A2
Tuesday, May 14, 7:00 PM 
Joe Hill is the author of novels 
Heart-Shaped Box and Horns, a collection 
of short stories, 20th Century Ghosts, and a 
comic book series published with San 
Diego’s own IDW Publishing, Locke & 
Key. Joe R. Lansdale’s signature review of 
NOS4A2 states, “Horror is too simplistic a 
word for Joe’s new novel, but there’s no 
denying it makes the skin crawl like a worm 
on a hot rock.” Find out why as you 
discover a new world of modern monsters. 
Numbers for the signing line are free with 
the purchase of NOS4A2 from Mysterious 
Galaxy, available April 30th.

Magician’s End of An Era Gala
Raymond E. Feist
Friday, May 17, 7:00 PM 
Just a little more than a decade before there 
was a Mysterious Galaxy, Raymond E. 
Feist’s Magician introduced fantasy readers 
all around the world to Pug and Midkemia. 
Magician was the first book in the Riftwar 
Saga, and the first series in what was later 
become known as the Riftwar Cycle. 
Mysterious Galaxy’s Gala to mark the end 
of an era with Magician’s End will include a 
sword-fighting demonstration from 
Chivalry Today Educational Program 
participants and possibly a live webcast. 

Susan Palwick
Signs Mending the Moon
Saturday, May 18, 2:00 PM 
Susan Palwick’s debut novel, Flying in 
Place, won the Crawford Award for best 
fantasy debut, and was an early MG staff 
favorite. Her latest, Mending the Moon, 
thoughtfully explores community, family, 
creation and destruction, chaos and stability, 
and the wide-spread impact of an 
inexplicable assault and murder on both the 
friends and family of the murdered woman 
and the murderer.  

Deborah Coonts
Signs Lucky Bastard
Sunday, May 19, 2:00 PM 
Return to the fascinating lively and 
sometimes lethal world of Lucky O’Toole’s 
Las Vegas with Deborah Coonts and Lucky 
Bastard. Lucky’s latest customer relations 
challenge is dealing with the corpse of a 
murdered young woman left on display in 
the Babylon casino resort’s Ferrari 
dealership. Romantic and family 
complications and high fashion add to the 
sassy mix.  

Starship Century Gathering
With Gregory and James Benford and 
more!
Wednesday, May 22, 7:00 PM 
Starship Century contains both fiction and 
non-fiction writings and essays on ideas 
from beam driven sails to weird physics to 
nuclear fission as we reach for the stars. 
Co-editors Gregory Benford and James 
Benford, and contributors Robert Zubrin, 
Peter Schwartz, Allen Steele, Neal 
Stephenson, Geoff Landis, Freeman Dyson, 
John Cramer, Joe Haldeman, David Brin, 
Vernor Vinge, and Ian Crawford will discuss 
plans to launch a ship to the stars. 
Participants may change subject to 
availability. Contact staff for updates.

Erin Hoffman
Signs Shield of Sea and Space
Saturday, May 25, 2:00 PM
Author and game designer (Game Design 
Lead at the Institute of Play’s GlassLab) and 
insightful industry blogger Erin Hoffman 
returns to her native San Diego for the third 
and final volume in the Chaos Knight 
trilogy. The choices made by Vidarian 
Rulorat in the two previous volumes, 
including reawakening wild magic and gods 
in his world of Andovar, have drawn serious 
negative attention from the Alorean Import 
Company. In Shield of Sea and Space, 
Vidarian and his allies strive to guarantee a 
future that includes them, as the company 
seeks to exterminate them.

Looking Ahead as our 21st Year begins: 
Local / Indie Author Meet & Greet – June 1; 
Richelle Mead – June 6; Craig Johnson – 
June 7; Writing Workshop with Kris Neri – 
June 10; Jason Matthews – June 11; Linda 
Joffe Hull – June 12; S.M. Wheeler – June 
21; Richard Lange – June 22; James Rollins 
– June 26; Clarion Instructors Visits Begin 
– June 27; John Vorhaus – June 28… and 
more as summer heats up!    

continued on page 3

San Diego

FROM OUR STAFF AND FRIENDS

Speculative Fiction 
The Human Division by John Scalzi

John Scalzi is a cannibal. Not that 
he eats the flesh of other humans (so 
far as I know); but he “use[s] or 
draw[s] on material of (as another 
writer or an earlier work)” (Merriam-
Webster, cannibalize). As he did with 
Fuzzy Nation, Red Shirts, and Zoe’s 
Tale, Scalzi has drawn on existing 
work or ideas to create something 
wholly new and absorbing. The 
Human Division follows the exploits 
of Lieutenant Harry Wilson of the Colonial Union (CU) as 
he deals with other sentient beings in an often-violent, 
competitive universe (the same universe of Old Man’s 
War). Assigned as a representative of the Colonial Defense 
Forces under the authority of various ambassadors and 
other politicians, Lieutenant Wilson often has to outthink 
(and sometimes outfight) not only his alien foes but also 
his own, sometimes thick-headed, fellow humans. These 
are immensely enjoyable stories—serious yet often laugh-
out-loud funny. Highly recommended. – Guest Reviewer 
Terry Hertzler 
Tor Books, $25.99. 

Curve of the Earth by Simon Morden
Welcome to the Freezone and the fourth book in the 

Samuil Petrovitch series. Sam’s adopted daughter Lucy has 
gone missing in the Alaskan wilderness. Not content with 
the US handling of the situation, Petrovitch travels to 
America to conduct his own inquiries into her 
disappearance. He is hindered along the way by 
disinformation and stonewalling. Sam is not always a 
likeable person. He is at times threatening, manipulating 
and violent. He is part Cyborg, a computer genius and right 
95% of the time. The remaining 5% is almost his undoing. 
You do not have to have read the previous books, but it 
will give you a better insight into the characters. I tore 
through this novel as I have the previous three in the series. 
Simon Morden was awarded the 2011 Philip K. Dick 
Award for the trilogy. – Christine 
Orbit trade paper original, $15.99. 

Wolfhound Century by Peter Higgins 
This debut novel begins with an epigram from Russian 

poet Osip Mandelstam that beautifully encapsulates the 
trials Investigator Vissarion Lom faces in his alternate 
Russia. The reader experiences the strange new world, in 
which reality slips and shifts, through the points of view of 
the investigator; a terrorist bent on sowing chaos; and an 
inhuman otherworld presence, among others. One 
shorthand way to describe this might be Mievielle meets 
Martin Cruz Smith meets K.W. Jeter – it’s more than all 
those, but evocative of the extraordinarily weird setting, 

the frustrating police procedural, and the noir and 
steampunk elements. 

A noteworthy first endeavor. – Maryelizabeth 
Orbit, $25.99. 

Mystery & Suspense 
Code White by Scott Britz-Cunningham 

You enter the operating room. The 
nurse hands you a scalpel. You precisely 
cut into the exposed human flesh. The 
loudspeaker crackles a page for Mr. 
White. Who is Mr. White? He’s not a 
who, but a what: the hospital’s code 
phrase for a bomb. Thus begins a day-
long trauma in which the performance of 
a historic surgery is the background and 
part of the complicated motivational 
psychology of the bomber. Though I usually experience the 
unfolding of hospital drama via television and computer 
screens with its quick story-telling pace, I found the initial, 
slower rhythm of Code White to be a refreshing way to 
engage with this futuristic medical suspense story. A human 
and artificial intelligence collaboration holds the lives of 
hundreds of people in their hands and minds. Discover how 
a surgeon and a security officer thwart the overall destructive 
plan and start a collaboration of their own. – Adrean 
Forge Books, $24.99. 

continued from the front page
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Ian Tregillis
Signs Necessary Evil
Friday, May 3, 7:30 PM 

Ian Tregillis holds a 
doctorate in physics and 
is a Clarion Writers 
Workshop graduate as 
well as a contributor to 
George R.R. Martin’s 
Wild Cards anthologies. 
Necessary Evil is the 
third novel in The 
Milkweed Triptych a 

historical fantasy with spies, sorcery and 
weird science in an alternate WWII. Ian’s 
website summarizes the series as “It’s 1939. 
The Nazis have supermen, the British have 
demons, and one perfectly ordinary man is 
caught in the middle.”

T. Jefferson Parker
Signs The Famous and the Dead
Saturday, May 4, 2:30 PM 
T. Jefferson Parker began 
his writing career after 
graduating from UC Irvine 
as a reporter for the weekly 
newspaper The Newport 
Ensign. He later moved to 
the Daily Pilot, where he 
won multiple awards for 
his writing. Using his 
experiences as a reporter, 
Jeff took many of the little stories he’d seen 
and turned them into his first novel, which 
became the New York Times Bestseller 
Laguna Heat. From there, Jeff has gone on to 
write multiple bestselling mysteries. The 
latest, The Famous and the Dead is the sixth 
book in the Charlie Hood series.

Matt Coyle
Signs Yesterday’s Echo
Tuesday, May 7, 7:30 PM Matt Coyle  
San Diego debut mystery author Matt 
Coyle’s exploration of regret and 
redemption, Yesterday’s Echo, was 
prompted by his love of traditional noir 
authors and the opening line, “The first 
time I saw her, she made me remember and 
she made me forget.” Disgraced ex-cop 
Rick Cahill is working at a La Jolla steak 
house (a previous career path for Matt) 
when he intercedes on behalf of a reporter 
investigating a dangerous situation, who 
disappears shortly afterwards. Yesterday’s 
Echo has garnered praise from Dianne 
Emley, Gar Anthony Haywood, and 
Stephen Jay Schwartz. 

Mysterious Galaxy Theatre 3000
Hosted by Carlos Lopez
Wednesday, May 8, 6:00 PM 
We’re bringing back our movie club, but 
with a twist! Join Carlos and our staff as 
we watch the best of the worst science 
fiction, fantasy and horror movies we can 
find! And to make it even more fun, we’ll 
be running our twitterfeed alongside the 
movie screen, so you can tweet your snarky 
and hilarious comments for the rest of the 
audience to see!
This event is free and for all ages.

Laura Wright
Signs Eternal Demon
Friday, May 10, 7:30 PM 
Laura Wright’s early years were not spent 
with her nose buried in a book. The former 
competitive ballroom dancer and instructor 
also spent her early years as an actor and 
singer. It wasn’t until she graduated from 
high school that she discovered her love of 
reading and writing passion-filled romance. 
After taking an extension course in writing, 
Laura began to put her passion on paper, 
and a writer was born. Her latest book, 
Eternal Demon, is book 
five in the Mark of the 
Vampire Series. 
And ladies, get out the 
smelling salts, because 
Laura will be bringing a 
special guest along with 
her, cover model Colby 
Lefebvre. Swoon.

Peter Lovesey
Signs The Tooth Tattoo
Saturday, May 11, 4:00 PM 
Cartier Dagger Award winning crime writer 
Peter Lovesey drops into Mysterious 
Galaxy for an informal signing. Come by 
and chat with Peter about murder, history, 
sports and great mysteries. The Tooth 
Tattoo is the thirteenth book in the Peter 
Diamond mystery series. 

Helene Wecker
Signs The Golem and the Jinni
Tuesday, May 14, 6:00 PM 
Debut author Helene Wecker’s supernatural 
love story, The Golem and the Jinni, grew 
out of her shorter writings exploring 
multiple generations of her family heritage, 
both Jewish and Arab-American. Her tale 
of a Polish golem and a Syrian jinni 
meeting as paranormal immigrants in turn-
of-the-century New York is sure to please 
fans of works that blend fantastic and 
historical fiction. We will be meeting in the 
Catalina Coffee & Café to chat informally 
with Helene before her event. If you would 
like to join us, be there at 5:00ish. 

John Scalzi
Launch Party for  
The Human Division
Tuesday, May 14, 7:30 PM 
Multiple-award-winning author John 
Scalzi’s The Human Division was first 
released electronically in Dickens’ serial 
fashion starting in January, and still 
available on our website in that format. 
MGRB is excited to host the Launch Party 
celebrating the print edition of this 
“hectically paced and philosophical 
continuation of the Old Man’s War series 
-- an invigorating and morally complex 
interstellar thriller with heart.” (See Terry 
Hertzler’s guest review on page 2.) The 
Human Division goes on sale at 10:00 AM, 
and tickets for the signing line will be 
issued with purchase.

Live Webcast with Dan Brown
An Evening of Codes, Symbols and 
Secrets
Wednesday, May 15, 4:30 PM 
Join us for a live broadcast from Lincoln 
Center featuring international bestselling 
author Dan Brown. Dan will be speaking 
about his latest novel Inferno, as well as 
science, religion, book publishing, movie 
making and a host of other surprise topics. 
Please note the time, based on the East 
Coast broadcast.
Signed copies of Inferno are available for 
purchase in limited numbers and only 
available in store to attendees of the event, 
while supplies last. Every purchase also 
earns the chance to win a copy of the 10th 
Anniversary Limited Edition of The Da 
Vinci Code. 

Trivial Trivia Night
Hosted by Emilio Flores
Wednesday, May 15, 7:00 PM 
Join Emilio and staff for our first monthly 
trivia night. Here’s your chance to use all of 
the geeky knowledge you’ve been storing in 
your head as we attempt to stump you with 
questions from all things nerdy and 
wonderful, including science fiction, 
fantasy, horror, pop culture, video games 
and movies. We’ll be raffling off prizes, as 
well as Grand Prizes for the 1st – 3rd place 
winners. And registered contestants get 10% 
off of their purchases during the event.
This event is for all ages. There is a $5 
entrance fee for this event. Please contact 
the store to make your reservation.  

Young Adult Summer Lovin’ Tour 
With Kimberly Derting, Jessi Kirby, 
Morgan Matson, Shannon Messenger, 
Sarah Ockler and Suzanne Young
Friday, May 17, 7:30 PM 
Come out and have a blast on Friday night 
with the Simon & Schuster Summer Lovin’ 
Tour authors. Kimberly Derting (the Body 
Finder series), visits with The Essence, the 
second book in her Pledge trilogy, about a 
land where language determines class. 
Southern California author Jessie Kirby 
(Moonglass) explores love, tragedy, and 
mystery following a fatal incident with a 
high school “Golden” couple in her new 
novel. LA Author Morgan Matson’s Second 
Chance Summer focuses on a family’s 
response to an impending death. Shannon 
Messenger (Keeper of the Lost Cities) 
launches her young adult career with a tale of 
paranormal romance, Let the Sky Fall. In The 
Book of Broken Hearts, the latest from 
Twenty Boy Summer author Sarah Ockler, 
Jude is torn between her siblings and 
romance. And Arizona author Suzanne Young 
(Just Like Fate) sets young lovers Sloane and 
James against the dangers of The Program. 
The authors will also be participating in 
Phoenix Comicon later in May.

Rebel Readers
Reading Taken
Saturday, May 18, 12:00 PM
Join our Rebel Readers Book young adult 
group as we discuss Taken, Erin Bowman’s 

look at a terrifying future with no good 
choices for young men who reach 
adulthood. The first in a trilogy, Taken is 
described as “The Maze Runner meets 
Incarceron .” Our Fearless Leader Stacee 
leads the discussion! Rebel Readers get 
20% off of this month’s book group 
selection.  

Deadly Afternoon Panel
After Death – Anthology
Angel Falls – Michael Paul Gonzalez
Sunday, May 19, 2:30 PM 
Join us for an intriguing and thought-
provoking panel discussing our fascination 
with and conceptions of the afterlife. 
Guests include After Death anthology 
editor Eric J. Guignard, illustrator Audra 
Phillips, and contributing authors Lisa 
Morton, Benjamin Kane Ethridge, Edward 
M. Erdelac, Kelly Dunn (AKA Savannah 
Kline), John Palisano, and Brad C. 
Hodston. Publishers Weekly’s review noted 
“This strong and well-themed anthology is 
sure to make readers contemplative even 
while it creates nightmares.” Also joining 
the panel is local author Michael Paul 
Gonzalez, author of apocalyptic novel 
Angel Falls. 

Book Blind Date Night
Chaperoned by Danny Harris
Wednesday, May 22, 6:45 PM 
What’s a Book Blind Date you ask? It’s a 
chance to meet new people and win 
fantastic prizes! Danny will be chaperoning 
this fun event. 
Here’s how it works: We have a selection 
of books in four of the major genres we 
carry: Science Fiction, Fantasy, Mystery 
and Horror. When you sign up, you select a 
book from your favorite genre. We take all 
the names of our participants and randomly 
match you up by book/genre in teams for 
game night. Hilarity ensues. The winning 
team takes home the Grand Prize. And 
registered contestants get 10% off of your 
purchases during the event. 
This event is for all ages, and there is a $5 
entrance fee. Please contact the store to 
sign up or for more information.  

Dennis Palumbo
Signs Night Terrors
Saturday, May 25, 2:30 PM
Bring your questions and your notebooks as 
Dennis Palumbo answers questions in this 
informal writer’s workshop, Taking the 
Mystery Out of Writing Mysteries. Dennis, a 
licensed psychotherapist and former 
Hollywood screenwriter, will also be signing 
and discussing Night Terrors, the third entry 
into the Daniel Rinaldi Mystery series. 

Looking ahead:
June brings: Robert Tanenbaum – June 1; 
Nalini Singh – June 4; Andrew Kaplan – 
June 8; Kris Neri – June 9; Lisa Brackmann 
– June 18; Leigh Bardugo – June 21; 
Dorothy Howell – June 23; Edith Maxwell 
– June 23; Kevin Hearne – June 25; 
Anonymous9 – June 30.

Redondo Beach

Curated Fiction 
Love Water Memory by Jennie Shortridge

This emotional rollercoaster of a novel describes one 
women’s journey from a complete loss of memory to self-
discovery, only made possible by the events that triggered 
her amnesia. Lucie Walker is almost 40, two months away 
from marrying her long-term fiancé, and an uber-focused 
entrepreneur with a less-than-likeable personality, who 
must begin life again because she remembers absolutely 
nothing about herself or her past. When she moves back to 
her home with fiancé Grady, she finds that her new self is 
nothing like the person she once was. Love Water Memory 
is the story of how she reconciles her past to her present, in 
complete awareness of the risks to her sanity.

I have long admired Jennie as a writer and a person 
and her latest novel warmed my heart for both. – Terry 
Gallery Books, $24.99. 

The Other Typist by Suzanne Rindell
Wait…what…? This was my thought upon finishing 

Suzanne Rindell’s debut novel, The Other Typist. I’m left 
with three distinct possibilities that kept my mind busy for 
days afterwards. Rose Baker was an orphan raised by nuns 
in New York city. Now, as a grown woman in the 1920’s, 
she is working as a typist for the NYPD. Her no nonsense 
demeanor makes her the perfect employee for a job like 
this, not to mention her lack of children or marital 
prospects. Enter Odalie. She is sophisticated, outgoing and 
seems able to read everyone in the precinct and modify her 
interactions with them in a way that allows no one to resist 
her. Rose becomes obsessed with Odalie and her every 
move. Now finding herself living a secret life of glamour 
and speakeasies, Rose is headed for disaster that has been a 
life-time in the making. – Nicole 
Amy Einhorn Books, $25.95. 

Mary Coin by Marisa Silver
Mary Coin is not only the story of 

the imagined life of the subject of the 
iconic depression-era photograph, 
Migrant Mother, but also the story of its 
photographer. Both women were mothers 
who suffered through much of the 1920s 
and 1930s, personally and economically, 
and their stories are not as different as 
you would imagine. The third character with a narrative is 
Walker Dodge, a present day professor of cultural history 
whose life has an unexpected intersection with the other 
two. This is a book to treasure, a historical novel to learn 
from, and a great Mother’s Day present! – Terry 
Blue Rider Press, $26.95. 

FROM OUR STAFF AND FRIENDS (continued)



Mysterious Galaxy is a specialty  
bookstore dedicated to carrying the genres of 
mystery, science fiction and fantasy, and horror and 
suspense.

We offer a variety of customer services. Please let us 
know if there are other ways we can be of help.

Mysterious Galaxy’s Loyalty League 
Mysterious Galaxy wants to reward you for your 
loyalty! Save your merchandise receipts from either/
both locations. Bring them into either location when 
you reach $200 in non-discounted purchases (before 
tax). We will issue you a $10 gift certificate for your 
next visit, and mark you as a member of our Loyalty 
League for a 10% discount on all future qualifying 
sales. See Staff for details. 

We will gift wrap any book purchased at our store.

We offer Gift Certificates for any amount, so you 
can delight your friends and relatives all through the 
year.

We never want you to keep books you hate or that 
are defective. Bring them back with a receipt within 
30 days and in saleable condition for a full refund. 
After 30 days, or without a receipt, we will give you 
store credit at our discretion. We accept Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover, American Express, and ATM 
Debit cards, in addition to cash and imprinted 
personal checks.

We’re happy to take phone, mail, or fax orders. We 
like to ship UPS, so we prefer to send to a street 
address.

We also accept special orders, even for books out of 
our areas of specialization.

Our business hours are: 
10 - 7 (M - Th); 10 - 8 (F) 
10 - 5 (Sat and Sun).

Phone us at  
858-268-4747 (San Diego) or 
310-542-6000 (Redondo Beach)

For ordering out of the area,  
call us at 800-811-4747.

Printed on recycled paper. 

The Plot Thickens is written and produced by the staff of Mysterious Galaxy © 1993-2013 Partners in Crime and Imagination

RAVE  REV IEWS  ( con t i nued  f rom page  3 )

The Galaxy Online: www.mystgalaxy.com
Order books, download ebooks, and more 24-7 

Email: mgbooks@mystgalaxy.com

Facebook: facebook.com/MysteriousGalaxy 
facebook.com/MysteriousGalaxyRB

Twitter: twitter.com/MystGalaxyBooks 
twitter.com/MystGalaxyRB

Blog: www.mystgalaxyblog.com

San Diego
7051 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., #302 
San Diego, CA  92111

Redondo Beach
2810 Artesia Blvd.
Redondo Beach, CA 90278

More About us

Horror 
The Darkling by R.B. Chesterton

An evocative and creepy gothic thriller for those 
readers who loved shivering to The Little Girl Who Lives 
Down the Lane, The Bad Seed, and the like. In the early 
1970’s, Mimi Bosarge is freshly out of college, and happily 
ensconced as a teacher and companion to the Henderson 
family in their restored plantation home. The addition of a 
fostered amnesiac teen girl heralds the beginning of a 
series of terrible events – events Mimi is sure Annie is 
responsible for. Chesterton is the pen name for Carolyn 
Haines, whose Sarah Booth Delaney mysteries have an 
entirely different tone. – Maryelizabeth 
Pegasus, $24.95. 

Young Adult 
Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys

It is unusual to encounter a YA protagonist whose 
mother is a whore in 1950 New Orleans, but that is where 
this story begins. Josie is 17 and has been living in New 

Orleans for 10 years, ever since her mother took up 
residence in a whorehouse. She lives in a bookshop and 
has various jobs, including cleaning the house where her 
mother lives … hoping to save up enough money to leave 
the Big Easy. Despite the fact that she must fend for 
herself, there is a cast of colorful characters that make it 
their business to look out for her, including the savvy 
madam of the house, her driver, and two boys Josie’s age 
who compete for her affections. When Josie finds herself in 
the middle of a murder investigation, her hopes and dreams 
of going to college outside of the Big Easy seem dashed. 
You will love Josie and root for her right up to the three-
hankie ending. – Terry 
Philomel Books, $17.99. 

Faerie After by Janni Lee Simner 
Janni concludes her post-apocalyptic Bones of Faerie 

fantasy trilogy with Liza and her companions coming to 
terms with more of the long-term consequences of the war 
between the humans and the faeries. Even though the 
devastation of the Faerie Winter was overcome through 
Liza’s summoner powers, a new rot is laying waste to the 
faerie realm, and will soon destroy our world as well. Not 
only must Liza face both adversaries and unexpected allies 
on the Fae side, but she must also confront the limitations 
and responsibilities of her own magic, and the costs and 
limitations of love and family, as a reflection of her 
changing world. Recommended. – Maryelizabeth 
Random House, $16.99. 

Fantastic Firsts 
May Mystery FF Pick
Murder as a Fine Art by David Morrell

David Morrell’s books are always scrupulously 
researched, adding fast-paced action, pulling you into the 
story with a fierce grip. Murder as a Fine Art takes us to 
Victorian London in 1854 but, begins with the retelling of 
a brutal massacre known as the Ratcliffe Highway murders 
that occurred 43 years earlier. He then introduces Thomas 
De Quincey, the infamous author known for his memoir 
Confessions of as English Opium-Eater and an essay 
detailing these murders. DeQuincey becomes a prime 
suspect when a series of copycat killings occur mirroring 
the ones 43 years ago. His efforts to prove his innocence 
are hampered by his laudanum addiction. Fortunately, he is 
accompanied by his daughter Emily, a delightfully 
outspoken, no-hoop-wearing modern woman, who 
provides moral and physical support for her father when he 
is weakened. She also manages to contribute to the 
investigation led by a Scotland Yard detective and a very 
likeable policeman. Appealing to those fans of historical 
crime fiction, but also to anyone who enjoys a fast-paced, 
well-written thriller full of quirky characters and 
fascinating historical figures. – Linda 
Mulholland Books, $25.99.  

May Young Adult FF Pick
The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey 

There have been 4 waves of attacks on our mother 
earth, with a 5th wave looming. They have attacked our 
electronics, our faults, plates and oceans, our ecosystem 
and our immune systems. Cassie and her brother and father 
have survived the first four waves against all odds, but 
when they are separated, it will take all of her strength and 

faith in herself to survive the 5th wave and keep a promise 
to her little brother that she will come back for him.

This isn’t just great YA, it’s just great. A must read. 
– Danny 

*     *     *     *     *
Invasion! The first three waves were bad enough … 

first the lights went out, then the tides rolled in, then the 
plague ... seven billion dead. Then the silent fourth wave 
turned those who survived against each other. Who is 
friend and who is foe? Then comes the fifth wave … 

First there’s young Cassie, one of the “lucky” few who 
have survived so far, on her own and trying to make good 
on a promise made to her little brother. Then comes young 
“Zombie,” so named because he all but died of the plague 
and has now been reborn. Then there’s Cassie’s little 
brother Sammy, taken. And then there’s the Other …

How far would you go to survive? Awesome. – Patrick
Putnam, $18.99. 

April Young Adult FF Pick
In The Shadow of Blackbirds by Cat Winters

This is a young adult miracle of a novel that will 
definitely also appeal to adults who love a hauntingly 
historical story.

The setting is our own San Diego in the grips of the 
First World War, a bleak and paranoid time in history when 
young men were terrorized and injured by the latest in war 
technology, such as machine guns, high explosive shells 
and mustard gas. Simultaneously, the “Spanish Flu” 
epidemic of 1918 claimed the lives of at least 20 million 
people worldwide. The average life expectancy dropped to 
thirty-nine, and prompted a craving for séances and spirit 
photography.

Enter Mary Shelley, a precocious sixteen year old 
whose mom is dead and dad has just been imprisoned for 
anti-war propaganda. She travels to San Diego to stay with 
an aunt and is reunited with her long time childhood friend, 
Stephen, whom she now realizes she is in love with. 
Tragically, he has just enlisted in the Army and leaves her 
behind to deal with the horrifying bleakness and craziness 
of the time. The rest of this tale involves shady spirit 
photography, desperate measures to fight the deadly flu, 
glimpses at the atrocious casualties of the war, ghosts, 
blackbirds, insanity, a few attempted murders and more. As 
if it needed more appeal, the book is illustrated with 
haunting early twentieth-century photographs. – Bunny 
Amulet Books, $16.95.

March Mystery FF Pick
Rage Against the Dying by Becky Masterman

From the very first pages of this debut novel, the 
reader is propelled through the adventures of 59-year-old 
protagonist Brigid Quinn, a retired FBI agent now living in 
Arizona and trying to enjoy a tranquil life with a new 
husband and a couple of pugs. When echoes from her past 
intrude upon her present, Brigid must rely on skills she 
thought she’d left behind—on violence and dishonesty and 
a disturbing familiarity with the worst of humanity—to try 
to put her personal history to rest, once and for all. Becky 
has created a thoroughly original heroine, given her a 
believable life and realistic challenges, and written a first 
novel that reads like an old master’s best. Do not pass this 
one up. – Jeffrey Mariotte
Minotaur, $24.99.


